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if the enemy were, as Napoleon could hardly believe possible,
determined to fight a great battle with the river close behind
them, reported that they were still crossing the bridges in
great numbers.* The Emperor's doubts are clearly exhibited
by a despatch dated, " Before Eriedland, 3 p.m., June 14th," t
which is worth quoting in full.

" The cannonade has been in progress since 3 a,m.; the
enemy appears to be here in order of battle with his army;
at first he wished to debouch towards Koenigsberg; now he
appears to be seriously meditating the battle which is about
to commence. His Majesty hopes that you are already in
Koenigsberg (a division of dragoons and Marshal Soult are
sufficient to enter that town), and that, with two cuirassier
divisions and Marshal Davout, you will have marched for
Eriedland; for it is possible the "battle may last over to-morrow.
Endeavour, therefore, to arrive by 1 a.m. We have not, as
yet, any news of you to-day. Should the Emperor be led to
suppose that the enemy is in very great force, it is possible he
may rest satisfied to-day with lomlarding Mm, and wait for
you. Communicate part of this letter to Marshals Soult and
Davout."

Erom noon till 5 p.m. the action was maintained in a
desultory fashion, chiefly by the artillery of both sides. The
Eussians who had been marching all night, and most of
the previous day, were exhausted* At 4 p.m., Victor's corps
and the Erench Guard arrived.

As Bennigsen saw column upon column arriving on the
edge of the woods behind Posthenen, moving into line, and
forming a " deep girdle of glittering steel," J on the horizon,
he bitterly repented his passage of the river, and had already
given orders to attempt a retreat. They had scarcely been
issued when they had to be cancelled.

* Senary, hi. 87.                      t Dumas, xix. 327.

t Wilson, p. 157.